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understand that we can move in that
direction—carefully, slowly—adding
some diversity to our energy supply,
we can also do a better job in cleaning
up our coal and using some of it for
electricity.

We can, indeed, open up our public
lands to exploration instead of hiding
them, as if drilling a well that produces
huge amounts of natural gas for Ameri-
cans—and for whatever we need to
grow and prosper—as if that is some-
thing terrible rather than something
very good. It is something where we
ought to hold our heads up and say: We
own it. It is American. If we produce it,
it is ours. We do not have to be depend-
ent.

And, yes, there is no question that we
ought to look at the refining capacity
of America. We have not built a new re-
finery in 16 years, I say to the occupant
of the chair.

What is that all about? It is because
we have put environmental rules ahead
of America’s energy needs. We refuse to
look at real cost benefits and reason-
able mainstream protection rather
than extraordinary protection that in
many instances is meaningless but
costly and many times stops the pro-
duction of things such as refineries,
pipelines, and the like.

I have much more that I will talk
about from time to time on the floor of
the Senate, but I come today to say, I
hope we do not have to turn off our
Christmas trees in New Mexico during
this Christmas season, nor in the Sen-
ator’s State of Colorado. I hope we can
turn them back on in California.

Frankly, the only reason they can-
not—and the only reason California
suffers—is because nobody will make
tough decisions. We are sitting back
suggesting that things are really going
well; that we will fix the American en-
ergy supply with windmills. I can de-
liver a specific talk on why that will
not work for all our energy, but we
ought to continue it. But it will never
give us the kind of energy supply we
need as we look to the future.

Do you know that the under-
developed countries of the world, which
intend to grow—and we say to them:
Grow, prosper—by 2020 will use as
much energy as the United States of
America? Where are they going to get
it? What are they going to use? What
are we going to suggest they do?

Are we going to sit back and say
America can grow but they can’t? Are
we going to say they can use some new
kind of energy source but we won’t?

So our leadership in the world, mov-
ing towards democratization and
growth and prosperity for the poorest
of nations, will come to a grinding halt
if, in fact, we cannot have energy sup-
ply in the world.

Why should we have an agreement to
preserve ambient air qualities and in
that report not mention nuclear
power? Why should leaders do that? I
have had experts, physicists, who know
what they are talking about, saying
that alone is enough to put that docu-

ment over here on a table and declare
that it is not real.

If you want clean air in the future,
you cannot say we will do it by using
only natural gas, that we will not build
any more coal burning powerplants,
even though we could develop the tech-
nology to do that, that we will not con-
sider nuclear power, even though we
have a nuclear Navy that since 1954 has
gone all through the waters of the seas
and oceans of the world with it, with
one or two powerplants right inside the
hull of the boat, with never an acci-
dent. Never has anything happened,
and we are so frightened we will not
even talk about it.

I think we will talk about it. I think
we will talk about opening up Amer-
ican public domain for production. I
think we will have a real debate about
ANWR, rather than an emotional de-
bate, a real one about what we ought to
do to relate our energy needs to that
area of the world, not just putting our
hands up and saying it cannot be
touched, that you can do nothing.

So there is much to be talked about
and much leadership needed. But the
point is, energy problems in America,
without major changes, will get more
pronounced. We will have more crises;
the prices will go higher, not lower
across the board in America for gaso-
line and natural gas.

I am hopeful the new President will
put somebody in the Department of En-
ergy who will help America address
this issue with its eyes open, ready to
make some really tough decisions.

But the biggest thing I seek is to set
the record straight. When that occurs,
as the energy crisis creeps across
America, I hope we will remember that
the seeds have been sown before the
swearing in of this President. They are
there; the lack of doing the right thing
in America is already in place.

This President and his Cabinet and
his Secretary and his Environmental
Protection Agency head are going to
have to help solve a crisis they did not
create. We ought to know that, and we
ought to set the record straight that
that is the case.

I want to close by saying there is
plenty of blame to go around. But we
will not solve this problem without
some leadership that is willing to tell
us the truth and suggest that there is
really no need for the State of Cali-
fornia to be running out of electricity.
It is because we have been short-
sighted, misled—and they have been in
their State because there is the poten-
tial for plenty of energy to go around
out there. We just have to decide that
America needs energy for its future,
and that we cannot grow more depend-
ent, that we ought to grow less depend-
ent.

So rather than proceed with details
about each of the sources of energy
which I had chosen to talk about
today, I will do that on another day.
Suffice it to say, we will not continue
to grow—the Federal Reserve Board
notwithstanding—if we cannot solve

the problem of how much energy we
need and make sure we have it.

Some people thought that because of
Silicon Valley, because it is so clean
and because it is built around new
technology and computerization, we
would not need new energy sources.
But it turns out that if you want that
kind of growth and that kind of pro-
ductivity increase, and if you want the
future of our country to be built upon
the technology that evolved with the
Silicon Valley in California and other
mini ‘‘silicon valleys,’’ you need a lot
of energy to create the new produc-
tivity that that brings to America.

I want to also add that new tech-
nology, led by computerization, is part
of the reason we have had the sus-
tained growth; they added a dimension
of productivity we did not even meas-
ure for many years. They added growth
to technology by way of productivity
increases: The more computers you
had, the more you got out of your per-
sonnel per unit of work. You got more
because of high technology. That has
added immensely to our productivity
and has permitted us to grow without
inflation. That is peaking out.

Surely, if we do not add more energy
to the mix of the base, we will have to
start trading off one source of growth
in America for another. I do not believe
that is going to work, and somebody
will be blamed, especially since it does
not have to happen.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota.
f

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that morning busi-
ness be extended until 12:30.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

SERVING IN THE SENATE

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today on what is a somewhat bitter-
sweet occasion to reflect on my time in
the Senate, and to look ahead to the
future.

Next to being a husband, a father,
and a grandfather, these past 6 years
have provided without a doubt the
most exciting and also the most inspir-
ing moments in my life. To serve as a
Member of the greatest deliberative
body in the world—entrusted with ful-
filling the hopes and wishes of the peo-
ple across the United States as well as
the people of Minnesota—has been
humbling beyond words. When your
view out the front window is of the
U.S. Capitol, and when your daily trav-
els take you down the same halls once
walked by John Quincy Adams, Abra-
ham Lincoln, and Daniel Webster, and
you spend your hours working for peo-
ple who ask nothing more of you than
to make government work a little bit
better, well, going to the office to work
each day is a real pleasure.
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